TOWNSHIP OF WINFIELD RESOLUTION #26-37
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ESTABLISHING THE DISPLAY OF FLAGS AND THE LOWERING OF
FLAGS TO HALF-STAFF AT
TOWNSHIP-OWNED OR TOWNSHIP CONTROLLED FACITILITES

WHEREAS, the Township desires to establish a uniform policy governing the display of the
Flag of the United States of America, the Flag of the State of New Jersey, and other
authorized flags at Township-owned or Township-controlled buildings and properties; and

WHEREAS, the Township wishes to provide guidance regarding cccasions when such flags
may be displayed at half-staff in honor of public servants, military personnel, and other
individuals who have rendered distinguished service to the Township, State, or Nation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of
Winfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:

1. Ensure compliance with federal and State flag protocols.

2. Provide a consistent procedure for lowering flags to half-staff.

3. Honoer individuals whose service and sacrifice merit. official recognition by the
Township. e

Section 2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Resolution, “Authorized flags” shall mean the Flag of the United
States of America, the Flag of the State of New Jersey, the official flag of the Township, the
POW/MIA flag where displayed, pursuant to federal or State custom or directive, flags of
other governmental entities displayed for official governmental purposes, and any other
flag expressly approved by the Township Committee as government speech of the
Township

Section 3. Applicability

This policy shall apply to all Township-owned or Township-controlled buildings, parks,
facilities, flagpoles, and properties where flags are displayed.

The display of flags on Township-owned or Township-controlled property constitutes
government speech of the Township. Township flagpoles and other flag display locations
are not intended to serve, and shall not be deemed to serve, as a public forum, designated
public forum, limited public forum, or forum for private expression. No private person,
entity, or organization shall have a right to display a flag on Township property. The
Township shall retain full control over the selection, message, duration, and manner of
any flag display.

Section 4. Mandatory Half-Staff Observances

The Township shall lower flags to half-staff whenever required by applicable federal or New
Jersey State law, and shall observe Presidential Proclamations and New Jersey Governor
Executive Orders or directives as a matter of Township policy:

A. Statutory Observances
Including but not limited to:

¢ Memorial Day (from sunrise until ncon)



e Peace Officers Memorial Day (May 15), except when May 15 falls on Armed Forces
Day '

e Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (December 7)
The death of a New Jersey Congressional Medal of Honor recipient where the
Governor directs the State flag to be flown at half-staff pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:3-
11

e Any other date prescribed by federal or New Jersey state law.

Section 5. Local Half-Staff Authority

In addition to the requirements of Section 3 of this Resolution, the lowering of flags at
Township-owned or Township-controlied facilities shall be self-executing, without the need
for further action by the Mayor and Township Committee, upon the occurrence of any of
the following events:

A. Public Officials

The death of a sitting Township elected official.

The death of a current Township depariment head.

The death of a former Township Mayor.

The death of a former elected official who provided distinguished service.

B. Public Safety Personnel

» The death of a current or retired member of the Township Police Department.
s The death of a current or retired volunteer or career firefighter serving the
Township.

* The death of a current or retired EMS member serving the Township.
* The death of any public safety officer, serving the Township, killed in the line of
duty. '

C. Military Personnel

The death of a Township resident or employee who dies while serving on active duty in the
United States Armed Forces.

Section 6. Duration of Half-Staff Display

Unless a Presidential Proclamation, Governor’s Executive Order or directive, applicable
federal or State law, or Township Committee resolution provides otherwise:

Honozee Duration
Sitting elected official Date of death or notification through date of interment
Current Department Head Date of death or notification through date of funeral
Police, Fire, EMS line-of-duty death Date of notification through date of funeral
Active-duty military death Date of notification through date of funeral
Former official or retiree Day of notification, funeral, or public memorial service
Local tragedy or any other
circumstance approved As specified by Township Committee Resolution

by the Township Committee

Section 7. Other Half-Staff Displays

No flag shall be lowered to half-staff for any person, organization, cause, event, tragedy,
commemoration, or circumstance not expressly identified in this Policy unless authorized
by resclution of the Township Committee.

Any such resolution shall identify the governmental purpose for the half-staff display, the
affected facilities, the date and time the half-staff display shall begin, and the date and
time the flags shall be returned to full staff.

This Section shall not limit the Township’s obligation or ability to comply with any
applicable federal or State directive,
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Section 8. Administrative Implementation Procedure

1. For any half-staff observance expressly identified in this Policy, or required by
Presidential Proclamation, Governor’s Executive Order or directive, federal law,
State law, or Township Committee resolution, the lowering of flags shall be self-
executing and shall not require further approval by the Mayor, Township
Committee, or any Township official.

2. The Township Clerk, or other designated Township official shall verify the
occurrence of the triggering event or directive and shall notify the Department of
Public Works or other designated facilities personnel of the applicable half-staff
observance. Such verification and implementation shall be ministerial and shall
not involve discretion as to whether the honoree or event merits recognition.

3. Public Works or designated facilities personnel shall promptly lower and raise the
flags, pursuant to 4 U.S.C. §7.

4. Notice may be posted on the Township website and social media platforms.

Section 9. Order of Display
Flags shall be displayed in accordance with:
* The United States Flag Code (4 U.S.C. §§ 1-10).
e Applicable New Jersey laws and executive orders.

» Established customs and traditions regarding flag etiquette.

The United States Flag shall always receive the position of highest honor.

Section 10. Exceptions

Nothing in this policy shall prohibit compliance with any future federal or state directive
concerning flag display.

Section 11. Effective Date

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

Dated: July 20, 2026

| hereby certify that the above
Resolution was adopted by the Township
Committee of the Township of Winfield
at a meeting held on July 20, 2026.
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MAYOR ADAM D. KOOMER

COMM. JOSEPH P. BYRNE x x

COMM. ROBERT A. CARSEY X|x
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