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TOWNSHIP OF WINFIELD 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE – OCTOBER 2, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Koomer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 et. Seq.; 
Mayor Koomer read the public notice and indicated the fire exits. 
 
PRAYER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Prayer led by Clerk Slowik & Pledge led by Mayor 
Koomer & Commissioners 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Mayor Koomer, Commissioner Byrne, Commissioner Reilly, Clerk 

Slowik, Atty. Colicchio, WPD Chief Mazzarella & WVFD Chief Dustin  
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: TC Meeting 09/18/2023; Motion was made by Commissioner 
Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the 
affirmative. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: As Presented 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS: None Presented  
 
REQUISITIONS: As Presented ($18,025.30) 

 

 
UNLISTED REQUISITIONS: None Presented 
 
BILLS: As Presented ($8,443.92) Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded 
by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
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UNLISTED BILLS: None Presented 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: None Presented 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None Presented 
 
NEW BUSINESS: As Presented 
 
Resolution # 23-52 INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN 2023 BUDGET 
UNION COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE: Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and 
Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
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Resolution # 23-53 AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF WINFIELD TO ENTER INTO A 
COOPERATIVE PRICING – UC COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM: Motion was made by 
Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present 
voting in the affirmative. 
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CITIZEN’S FORUM:  
Trish Donahue (Housing Manager) – Do we have any idea when the money for the sewer the $40,000 
that I received from M. McManus and somebody else in regards to $40,000 towards sewer and 
$25,000 towards the playground? (Mayor Koomer) We haven’t received any paperwork yet. However, 
what the Township is going to need is the correspondence that you sent to Senator Scutari’s. Before 
we do anything with the funds. Now it brings up question whether or not we can use those funds. If 
you can please send over the correspondence so we can provide to our attorney to look over. (Ms. 
Donahue) the only thing I sent over to Mr. Scutari is the copy that you sent to us in regards to the 
contract with the roads. That was all that was sent (Mayor Koomer) you didn’t send a cover letter; you 
didn’t send any other letter that says; you just sent; the letter that I sent to you and nothing else; the 
letter that I signed about when I responded to the agreement. (Ms. Donahue) to my personal (Mayor 
Koomer) I’m sorry (Ms. Donahue) I don’t know what letter you are referring to. All we sent to Mr. 
Scutari was a copy of the roads and the municipality with an email to look into who’s responsible for 
the roads (Mayor Koomer) okay so you did add to whatever we sent to you. So, whatever you sent to 
Senator Scutari, we need to look at it, okay because again we’re not sure what was said to the Senator 
now that we need to look at the whole situation, we don’t know what you said and now there’s a 
question whether or not we can (Ms. Donahue) get sewer or playground money (Mayor Koomer) yes 
well right now (Ms. Donahue) okay (Mayor Koomer) now it’s (Commissioner Byrne) they might pull it 
(Mayor Koomer) they may pull it based on the correspondence or we may not accept it based on the 
correspondence and based on the situation (Ms. Donahue) so we should know that after the closed 
session tomorrow, whether or not anybody is going to pull anything because something was 
questioned who owns the streets. (Commissioner Byrne) No we have to hear back from the Senator’s 
office (Mayor Koomer) or we may not even hear back from the Senator’s office, they may decide that 
it’s not important enough to respond, I have no idea and I’m not going to guess (Clerk Slowik) It’s not 
a closed session tomorrow. (Mayor Koomer) thank you very much, it’s not a closed session tomorrow, 
we cannot have a closed session tomorrow. By the way we are having another meeting tomorrow 
evening, it’s an open, public special meeting, okay to discuss shared services current and potential 
(Ms. Donahue) that’s all we are discussing (Mayor Koomer) that’s all we are discussing (Ms. Donahue) 
No Adam, my question to you is that all we’re discussing is shared services, from the email that I got 
from Melanie today (Mayor Koomer) yes exactly (Ms. Donahue) that was an OPRA request, so if I may 
state for the record that your attorney said at the last meeting that some of these things in regards to 
the street were going to have to be in an executive session. So our attorney are coming tomorrow and 
board members (Mayor Koomer) it makes no sense for us to have the conversation with the board 
members because we are just going to go back and forth saying that you’re responsible based on the 
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agreement and you’re going to say you’re not based on the documentation. It makes more sense to 
have your attorney speak to our attorney one on one, we made our (Ms. Donahue) that is not Adam 
what we were supposedly doing, the Board Members and myself were under the understanding that 
we wanted to know once and for all who is responsible for the roads, is it the municipality under your 
budget or is it Winfield Mutual Housing, I thought your attorney at the last meeting stated we 
shouldn’t talk about this any further, we should have an executive session, so if tomorrow isn’t going 
to be, the executive session, because we have an agenda for tomorrow, so obviously we are not going 
to be talking about all the important issues that the Board and myself have open, I just don’t want to 
pay an attorney to come tomorrow if we’re not going to discuss this (Attorney Colicchio) I was trying to 
set up a discussion with (Housing’s) attorney to try to discuss, because the problem being executive 
or not – we think we’re right, you think you’re right and we’ll be at a block. I’m trying to have just a 
conversation with your attorney just to go through legal questions to see if there are any kind of 
resolutions that can be addressed on that end. As far as an executive session we were originally 
thinking that, but when you look at the different categories of what can be discussed during an 
executive session, this one wouldn’t fall under any of the applicable categories. So it’s not a question 
of not wanting an executive session, there’s just nowhere to place it. It’s not a question of want, we 
can’t.  (Mayor Koomer) We can’t. (Ms. Donahue) So I guess it’s a waste of everybody’s time. Because I 
did, based on the attorney’s opinion at the last meeting and the couple of things that I spoke about, 
wanted to know about the cost savings on shared services, a couple of them. Melanie just sent that 
email to me today which I haven’t read. So for tomorrow to take place on the roads and who’s 
responsible for the potholes, the repairs, snowplowing is not going to happen- is that what you’re 
saying? (Mayor Koomer) that doesn’t make any sense for the Board to speak with Twp, because it’s 
not going to be hammered out like that, it’s going to be dealt with between the attorneys. I think it’ll 
be most helpful and beneficial if they talk, just with each other without us, you or anybody else in the 
gallery to add onto it.    
 
John Diorio (resident)- on behalf of the Board of Trustees, so let me ask you think, we have other 
things that we would like to discuss, which I don’t know because there was some back and forth with 
different board members. The are some things that we would like to discuss that involve the town, we 
would still like to sit down. We don’t have to agree, we probably won’t agree but we are there, it’s 
about time that we get some things together. Maybe agree to disagree.  
 
(Mayor Koomer) one of the reasons why we really don’t have that meeting between the commissioners 
all three and the Board of Trustees is that it has to be a special meeting. Open to the public. We did 
have a tri committee meeting a few months ago that was very helpful and unfortunately, we were 
supposed to have another tri committee meeting and it was canceled that morning. Melanie did we 
receive any agenda from Mutual Housing. (Clerk Slowik) I don’t recall (Mayor Koomer) Okay so could 
you please send us, why not (Ms. Donahue) why don’t you send us your agenda, because I think 
Adam, I am not going to argue with the municipality anymore; we are trying to find out who is 
responsible for the roads, the streets, the snowplowing under the dedication and the, there is a 
municipal act, I think your lawyer may want to read what the municipal act details. (Mayor Koomer) 
he did (Commissioner Byrne) we sent you our opinion (Mayor Koomer) Commissioner Byrne could you 
explain what the dedication (Commissioner Byrne) first our attorney read everything and we sent a 
letter to you explaining our views on it. We have not heard back from your attorney on it. We’ve heard 
your views. Are you qualified to read and interpret legal documents. Can you say with certainty what 
they mean (Ms. Donahue) that’s why I sent to senator Scutari to better answer how the municipality 
falls and who’s responsibility lies where. (Mayor Koomer) the original agreement that covers the (Ms. 
Donahue) are null and void Adam (Mayor Koomer) Excuse me, (Ms. Donahue) I heard there null and 
void (Mayor Koomer) Excuse me, excuse me, please (Ms. Donahue) that’s all I’m saying (Mayor 
Koomer) okay the agreement that we sent back, we feel it is not null and void – based on the 
document you sent us. Now if you want to have a meeting about the back and forth, and we disagree 
with you and you disagree with us. Where is that going to get anybody anything. That’s going to go 
nowhere. So that is why we felt that it would be best for our attorney to speak to your attorney 
because they are best to handle the situation. Okay, now I just asked, you said you have a list of 
items you would like to talk about, you have agenda you would like to talk about. We don’t have that 
list. When I just asked you if we could have that list, you said no. And I don’t understand that part. 
You want to talk to us about items and we can’t (Ms. Donahue) because of the municipality ace 
(Mayor Koomer) Wait, wait, let me finish, we sent you an email a couple of weeks ago, correct Melanie 
(Clerk Slowik) yes (Mayor Koomer) and we said we will have a special meeting on shared services – 
Current and Potential. That was the discussion. And at no time did it come back to us that we don’t 
want to talk about this, we have other things to talk about. Okay so the day before we have a special 
meeting and we couldn’t do an executive meeting as Adam mentioned, a meeting that we had to 
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publish, we have it on our website, we had it in the newspaper, now you say we have other things we 
want to talk to you. But we are not going to tell you what it is. Because I asked you for the agenda. 
Could you send us the agenda. so, we can look at it? I mean it’s (Ms. Donahue) Adam let me ask you 
this, so the last meeting we were talking about the potholes and people got up and said Well how are 
we going to fix it.? I thought that was what this meeting, other than me requesting the feedback I got 
from your attorney was to do an OPRA. (Mayor Koomer) First of all the final decision is the 3 of us up 
here. Sorry Adam. Second, I’m and when we spoke about this sink hole at the last meeting, we said 
based on the agreement that’s been signed between the township and Mutual Housing okay, the 
responsibility of repairing the streets and specifically the sinkhole is Mutual Housing. That’s what we 
said. You came back and said nope, that’s not the case. Okay, so between the conversation us saying 
it’s your responsibility and you saying the agreement is null and void – how are we in what way is that 
going to be further? How is it going to be closer to a decision. It’s not. That’s why it’s the lawyers. The 
lawyers need to talk about it. Now Adam has reached out to your attorney several times.  (Attorney 
Colicchio) Yes (Mayor Koomer) And have you got any response back from him? (Attorney) Yes, I was 
trying to set up a call with him so we can discuss – I think what I’m trying to say is if you’re in 
disagreement, which stems from I believe your attorney is saying legally you are in the right, you 
shouldn’t budge and we’re telling the town legally you’re in the right, so you shouldn’t budge. So 
that’s why I was trying to speak with your attorney directly to see if there is some sort of consensus or 
maybe there’s something one of us is missing. But until that changes, I’m not sure what else can 
happen. That’s why I am trying to meet with him directly. (Ms. Donahue) and that hasn’t been? 
(Attorney Colicchio) That hasn’t happened. (Mayor Koomer) and as we, when we left the meeting, 
when the meeting ended, it was, Mutual Housing is responsible for the streets and that’s how we 
ended it. Okay, even though you disagree. (Ms. Donahue) I just want you to reiterate you’re saying 
right now, tonight and I hope this is going to be on the record (Mayor Koomer) it is in the record (Ms. 
Donahue) Winfield Mutual Housing is responsible for all the repairs, potholes, sinkholes, everything – 
according to what your attorney has read in the documents (Mayor Koomer) It’s according to the 
agreement and when he read the agreement, it hasn’t changed. It hasn’t been voided. It hasn’t been, 
okay, we’ve read what you sent us, we’ve read that document, okay, it hasn’t changed anyone’s 
opinion. (Ms. Donahue) So one other thing, if you’re saying they are not your streets, then you don’t 
need the street sweeper, um the salting. Because on your budget you have street sweeper, so if you’re 
not (Commissioner Reilly) we don’t have a street sweeper. (Mayor Koomer) we don’t have any. Okay, 
we are not going to keep going back and forth. Because again we are going back and it’s going 
nowhere, and the only way it is going to go forward, the only way a decision is going to be reached, 
again is if the attorneys talk. Okay. So, again I’d like to see what the agenda is. I’d like to see we are 
meeting. In every meeting there is always an agenda prepared in advance. When we even have a tri 
committee meeting. (Ms. Donahue) we were waiting for one from you guys, the agenda (Mayor Koomer) 
The agenda was clear (Ms. Donahue) the agenda was Shared Services (Mayor Koomer) exactly (Ms., 
Donahue) I just found out from Melanie sometime today. I didn’t even have a chance to read it. I just 
got it. (Clerk Slowik) It just state that we are going to discuss shared services (Mayor Koomer) That’s 
it. That was the agenda (Ms. Donahue) But there are contracts behind there. I haven’t read the 
contracts behind there. (Clerk Slowik) that was to the OPRA request, yes. (Ms. Donahue) Right that’s 
all I asked for. (Mayor Koomer) That’s what you got. I don’t understand, at the last meeting you 
brought up several issues. (Ms. Donahue) So there’s no sense in going on with the meeting tomorrow 
with the Board at 7:00 and with our attorney. Because we are not going to be able to talk about 
anything because you don’t have an agenda. Is that what you’re saying? (Mayor Koomer) No, 
absolutely not. I would never set up a meeting if there was no agenda. The agenda which has been 
clear, which we sent you an email, the agenda is Shared Services, current and potential, shared 
services. (Ms. Donahue) That’s it. (Mayor Koomer) that’s what the meeting is. That was how the 
meeting was titled. Okay, if you have other things you want to talk to us about, then send us. Tell us 
what you want to talk about. Tell us what you think. Again, based on the prior meeting, based on the 
questions you asked, that I believe you had three issues. 1. Was about the court. 1 was about shared 
services and 1 was about the maintenance of the streets. (Ms. Donahue) and the garbage. (Mayor 
Koomer) I’m sorry (Ms. Donahue) the garbage (Mayor Koomer) and the garbage, yes. And that’s being 
delt with. (Ms. Donahue) I didn’t realize that tomorrow’s meeting was (Mayor Koomer) Yes. But the 
thing is we didn’t hide it. But of the issues that you brough up, that was the issue we were left to 
discuss. We did an OPRA and we got (Ms. Donahue) got it today. (Mayor Koomer) So if you feel that 
you don’t want to talk about Shared Services tomorrow, then (Clerk Slowik) we still have to have it 
(Mayor Koomer) Yes, we still have to have it, we would have to show up and we could, unless, well 
talk about whatever Shared Services are here. Because that’s how we listed it. We published it. So, we 
have to go forward with it. And if there are no other questions and there’s no other comment from the 
public; On those issues. Then we’ll adjourn at that point. However, if you have other issues, you’d like 
to talk to us about, we’d like to see it. Because like I said we don’t know what you want to talk about. 
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We need to discuss that. And set up another meeting. We are here to talk. You know we have all 
transparency here. Okay, and John you brought up we don’t have meetings; we don’t meet with the 
Board, well one of the reasons is we have to have a special meeting. (Mr. Diorio) I understand that 
(Mayor Koomer) Can’t be an executive meeting has to be an open meeting. Which we’d be willing to do. 
We have no problem, okay. But Trish to talk about the maintenance of the streets, snow plowing, all 
of that, it’s you know, it’s not going to budge between the two. (Ms. Donahue) this is what the Board 
wants. They want answers. We are trying to get them. (Mayor Koomer) so let’s, (Ms. Donahue) Okay 
that’s fine. (Mayor Koomer) and we have had Adam reach out and we’re waiting. Okay, but based on 
the documentation, based on the agreements that we have that’s the decision that we have. That we 
haven’t changed. So, it makes no sense and it probably would have a negative effect if all of us are 
here and the attorneys are sitting in front of us, it makes no sense if Adam is here and hearing things 
from us. And your attorney is hearing things from us and you’re talking to your attorneys. It makes 
no sense to have that. (Ms. Donahue) It’s not just the attorneys, it’s what the full Board wants 
answers to. Okay we will try another day. (Mayor Koomer) Well, based on the last meeting, the shared 
services and the 2 other items are what the Board is interested. I thought we took care of the other 
three, well other two. (Ms. Donahue) per you (Mayor Koomer) and the other is in Adam’s hands for 
now. So, we’ll come back 7pm tomorrow. (Clerk Slowik) 7:00 pm. (Mayor Koomer) It’s, if you have 
papers you want to sign. It’s a meeting. I think Trish, it’s a meeting they can have their papers signed 
again by us. Correct? (Ms. Donahue) that’s up to you (Mayor Koomer) No, no, we’ll sign (Ms. Donahue) 
we wouldn’t even be able to go to the community, we don’t have a blast that we could send out to alert 
of the special meeting. Whether it’s advertised. (Mayor Koomer) we have to advertise and we did 
advertise, um (Clerk Slowik) next public comment (Mayor Koomer) that was over five minutes, I 
apologize. You can come on, come on. 
 
Brian Dustin (resident) you can take your five-minute rule and throw it out the window. Absolutely. 
Some people get to talk and others get. Very well. (Mayor Koomer) I’m sorry was anybody cut off (Ms. 
Donahue) not tonight, but last meeting we were. Multiple times. (Mayor Koomer) like I said we have to 
be able to control everything, it’s five minutes. (Mr. Dustin) you lost control (Ms. Donahue) your 
meetings don’t last that long. Thank you for your time and effort (Mayor Koomer) well (Commissioner 
Reilly) the five-minute rule is so that we don’t have someone here doing a filibuster. (Mr. Dustin) I 
hear ya (Commissioner Reilly) like they do in Washington, like they do in Trenton. I’m done. (Mayor 
Koomer) John, since Trish left, um I’ll ask you as a Board Member, I really want to see and I’ll say it 
like this, I want to see what was sent to Senator Scutari. I’m not going (Mr. Diorio) I have no idea 
(Mayor Koomer) have you seen what was sent (Mr. Diorio) No I did not. (Mayor Koomer) can I ask you 
a question, why haven’t you. (Mr. Diorio) you know what I don’t know what was said between the last 
Board meeting and this one. I have, and tonight, I have no idea. (Mayor Koomer) I mean I would think 
as a Board member you would see something that could possibly go bad. And backfire., I would 
expect you to see it. I expect the conversation that whoever sent it, had a talk with their attorney (Mr. 
Diorio) yes, we’ll have that discussion (Mayor Koomer) and I’ll say it like this, right now $100,000 
that’s to be, I think to be split between sewer costs and playgrounds, okay, is either going to be pulled 
or I may not accept it. Because I don’t know what was sent to Senator Scutari. Okay. You’re putting 
me in a bad situation and I am not signing off on something I may not keep. I may not be allowed to 
accept. Okay, I’m saying this strongly, I want to see what was sent. And to say the only thing that was 
sent was the response I sent to Trish and the Board. Because the Board saw everything I sent. You 
should have got it in the mail. (Clerk Slowik) they were individual letters (Mayor Koomer) Individual, I 
emailed Trish, I mailed it to each individual (Mr. Diorio) the disagreement with the, about the (Mayor 
Koomer) okay we are not going, we are passed talking about the sink hole. Now we are talking about, 
now we’re talking about the grant. And this correspondence. (Mr. Diorio) well I don’t know. I didn’t see 
anything that was sent in the mail. I didn’t get anything. I can’t speak for the other Board members 
(Mayor Koomer) I’m telling you (Mr. Diorio) wait let me stop you there. Okay, whatever the Board 
decides, whatever she sent or whatever was sent on behalf of the Board, Winfield Mutual Housing, I 
did not see it, I cannot speak to it. I don’t know about any other Board members. When I do see it and 
I get a chance to review it, along with the other Board members then we can have a discussion about 
it. Okay. But I did not see a letter from you. I don’t want to continue to go on. The only letter I saw 
from you was about the shared services and how we agree to disagree. That’s all that’s been talked 
about. I’m just telling you (Mayor Koomer) I’m not telling you; you received it. You had it. I’m telling 
you we mailed it to you. Whether or not you got it from the manager or it got. I don’t know. But I’m 
telling you. (Mr. Diorio) I haven’t (Mayor Koomer) okay, but I’m telling you, we emailed it and we 
mailed it. However, I need what was sent. Okay. Um okay, I’m a little upset you haven’t seen it. (Mr. 
Diorio) I will relay that message to other Board Members. I’m one of seven. (Mayor Koomer) I 
understand that (Mr. Diorio) Message received Mayor. (Mayor Koomer) I understand that (Mr. Diorio) 
Message received. (Mayor Koomer) I understand that. Left and I’m sorry I had to lay it and ask you 
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(Mr. Diorio) I understand. Message received, gotcha (Mayor Koomer) SO again, and you brought up 
the question, nothing can be done. The $100,000 we are supposed to received from NJ, that’s on hold. 
It may not even get here. They may pull it. And like I said, we need more information. On what was 
sent to them. So. Okay. I think I talked enough for the five minutes. Is there anybody else. Is there 
any other questions please. Questions, comments, please. Okay. Alright. With that, we will close 
citizen’s forum.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being nothing further to come before the Township 
Committee, Mayor Koomer called for a motion to adjourn; Roll call vote, 
unanimous, affirmative. 
 

  TIME: 7:38 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Melanie Slowik 
Acting Township Clerk 


