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TOWNSHIP OF WINFIELD 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE – SEPTEMBER 18, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Koomer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 et. Seq.; Mayor Koomer read the 
public notice and indicated the fire exits. 
 
PRAYER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Prayer led by Clerk Slowik & Pledge led by Mayor Koomer & 
Commissioners 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Mayor Koomer, Commissioner Byrne, Commissioner Reilly, Clerk Slowik, Atty. 

Colicchio & WVFD Chief Dustin  
   

Absent: WPD Chief Mazzarella 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: TC Meeting 09/05/2023; Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by 
Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: None Presented 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: As Presented – WPD 8/23 & WVFD 6/23  
 
REQUISITIONS: As Presented ($900.00) 

 
 

 
UNLISTED REQUISITIONS: None Presented 
 
BILLS: As Presented ($314,098.02) Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner 
Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
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UNLISTED BILLS: None Presented 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: None Presented 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: As Presented 
 
Township Ordinance 461 – Ordinance Establishing Restricted Areas in Buildings Where Municipal 
Operations are Conducted Limited to Authorized Employees to Protect and Safeguard Public Records 
Containing Personally Identifiable Information – 2nd Reading: A motion to take up the Ordinance made by 
Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative.  
 
At this time Mayor Koomer opened the floor to public discission regarding the ordinance. 
  
Public Comments:  
Trish Donahue, 32 Riverview- asked if the ordinance could be explained; where is the restricted area; who would 
be allowed to go in and out & where is the area – where was the restricted area prior. Mayor Koomer responded- 
Information in the office, limits outside public who cannot view personal records – ordinance to keep items already 
located in twp office safeguarded. Commissioner Byrne replied, if anyone ended up back with files that shouldn’t 
be there, could be a recourse. 
 
Chief Dustin – asked if it relates to him; Clerk Slowik - it allows for all department heads accessibility. 
 
No further members of the public wished to speak. Mayor Koomer closed the floor to public discussion. 
 
A motion to take up the Ordinance for adoption was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by 
Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative.  
 
-Clerk instructed to have the Ordinance published in its entirety before the next meeting. Also, to be posted on the 
bulletin board. 
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NEW BUSINESS: As Presented 
 
Resolution # 23-47 APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING ELECTRICAL SUBCODE OFFICIAL: Motion was made by 
Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
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Resolution # 23-48 APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING ELECTRICAL SUBCODE OFFICIAL: Motion was made by 
Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 

 

 
 

 
 

(a) Make application for such grant through DEP System 
 

(b) Submit necessary documentation  
 

(c) Provide additional application information and furnish such documents as may be required, and 
 

Act as the authorized correspondent of the above-named applicant; 
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Resolution # 23-49 MOU BETWEEN THE UNION COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE AND THE TOWNSHIP OF 
WINFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT: Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner 
Reilly, with all members present voting in the affirmative. 
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Resolution # 23-49 MOU BETWEEN THE UNION COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE AND TRINITAS MEDICAL 
CENTER: Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members 
present voting in the affirmative. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Resolution # 23-51 MOU BETWEEN THE UNION COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE AND FLOCK GROUP, 
INC.: Motion was made by Commissioner Byrne and Seconded by Commissioner Reilly, with all members present 
voting in the affirmative. 
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 WVFD Volunteer Prospective Discussion 

 
Chief Dustin said candidate was on his way, sent him a text message. Mayor Koomer stated we will come back 
prior to end of meeting. Candidate showed up just before going to public forum.   
Vincent Cannady – trying to be a Fireman & EMT. Twp has questions about the background check. PD did not 
recommend. Mayor Koomer, we passed an ordinance that relates to not accepting a candidate that the PD doesn’t 
recommend. Chief Dustin stated he wanted to talk to Committee – case happened so long ago, was never found 
guilty, and what it was would be legal now. Township attorney will take a look into the ordinance. Candidate 
offered to get additional information from his attorney if needed.  
 
CITIZEN’S FORUM:  
 
(Trish Donahue) (Housing Manager) – Would like to know about Shared Services, and what have we done to cut 
back on cost services on SSA. What are costs and savings? (Mayor Koomer) we will research agreements. We have 
BOH – (Attorney Colicchio) suggested to do an OPRA request to be better served. (Ms. Donahue) no problem to 
complete. (Mayor Koomer) we are always looking for other ways to save money – have found other avenues that 
were more expensive. (Ms. Donahue) aske about cost savings to merge with courts – why are we outsourcing when 
the court doesn’t want to handle certain cases. Why are we shifting to different townships. Does not help 
community when the cases are outsourced and why that happens. It does not benefit the community. (Attorney 
Colicchio) asked for further details on if a conflict with Judge, would need more details. The judiciary is 
independent from oversight of the mayor and committee. If they recluse themselves or not, it is entirely up to the 
judge.  
- Time went over the 5 minutes, discussion was ended 
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(Trish Donahue) (resident) - Who is responsible for roads, sidewalks, etc. if township is going to continue then we 
(WMHC) want to take everything back and under that. You cannot do roads and if there is a defect, why would you 
bring in engineer and consultant to do roads; WMHC does not have a line item for, who will be responsible, 
because she will bring to the membership meeting in November. (Mayor Koomer) we are not pushing back, was 
told it was a pot hole. We were not aware it was a sinkhole. Once we found out it was a sinkhole, we let WMHC 
know. Agreement states that Housing is responsible and lists the details. Twp sent a copy of the agreement. 
Ordinance was sent back to us. Consulted with attorney and responded to it. Simple agreement with WMHC and 
Twp, - it is MH responsibility. Ordinance states same. We do have the agreement. (Ms. Donahue) What about 
dedication?  (Attorney Colicchio) Mayor gave the position of the TWP. Made a comment, asked a question, was 
responded to. Possibly further meetings to be had. But this is the Township’s position.  
- Time has reached 5 minutes 

 
(John Diorio)(resident/WMHC Board Member) – Has there ever been any resolution or ordinance to overturn 
agreement? Has ever been a time when TWP paves road? (Mayor Koomer) there has been no change. It stands. No 
agreement between the two that would affect this agreement. (Commissioner Reilly) Grant from State of NJ for road 
repairs is applied for by Twp. No line item in budget for road services or repairs. (Mr. Diorio) If something happens 
to the road tomorrow, a big truck tears up road. (Commissioner Reilly) Twp cannot repair – what would cause him 
to tear up road? We do not have a budget for roads. This would then be an insurance matter on the person who 
destroys road.   
 
(Chief Dustin)- Can we allow any longer than 5 minutes? (Attorney Colicchio) 5 minutes is what time frame is 
allowed for Winfield Twp. 
 
(Robin Kluse)(resident)- People from Pacific received a letter about garbage. Have several neighbors that leave 
garbage out on the curb without a can. Why were they singled out. (Commissioner Reilly) we received numerous 
complaints on that street. We did not target entire town, sent a letter for units in that area telling people to use 
garbage can. (Clerk Slowik) BOH is looking into seeing if they can drive around, but would need to catch residents 
putting garbage at curb.  
 
(Chief Dustin) Black bags? (Commissioner Reilly) all to go in garbage cans.  
 
Mayor Koomer, suggested a meeting with Board of Trustees and Commissioners.  
 
  
ADJOURNMENT: There being nothing further to come before the Township Committee, Mayor Koomer called for a 
motion to adjourn; Roll call vote, unanimous, affirmative. 
 

  TIME: 7:46 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Melanie Slowik 
Acting Township Clerk 


